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particular case of the Home Gov* of India, It is
this. The Gov* in India ought, as it seems to me,
to be made as much as possible the real Executive
of that country, and the functions of the Home Gov*
should be restricted in practice within narrow limits.
This appears to be the opinion of most of those best
qualified to speak upon Indian affairs, and if it be
a right one the objections to the dilatory and checking
efforts of a Council become less strong, and may be (I
do not say that they are) outweighed by the advantages
which such a body would afford by being at hand to
enlighten a Minister chosen after our English fashion,
not for his knowledge of the questions with which he
will have to deal, but for his influence and position in
Parliament, and by acting as a " buffer" between
the Gov* of India and the hasty ignorance of a
momentary majority of the House of Commons. Now,
you have left out of view in your article this peculiarity
of the Home Gov1 of India, and have argued as if
it were in reality the Executive of that country ; and
I should therefore like very much to know whether
this circumstance, when it is brought directly under
your notice, removes any of your objections to the
establishment of a permanent Indian Council. I do
not jnuch expect that it will. You will probably say
that whatever may be the functions of the Home Minister
for India, the Council will shackle and worry him
injuriously and unnecessarily in their exercise. I am
very much inclined to believe that, if this be your
answer to my questions, you will be right; but, never-
theless, I am so strongly impressed with the impor-
tance of making the Gov* of India the really strong
power, that I am sometimes tempted to dilute the
influence of the Home Administration, and through it